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Meet Your MJHS 
Counseling Team!

We are here to help you 
with:

Academic Planning

Social/Emotional Support

College & Career 
Readiness



Goals 
For 

Today

• How to earn credits

• APS graduation requirements

• Difference between credits 

and grades

• How to calculate GPA

• HOPE & Zell Miller Scholarship 

information

• How to read a transcript

Students Will Gain 
Understanding of the 

Following Topics:



You work a job…
You get paid in 

money…
The money is used 
to acquire things!

Earning MONEY $

JUST LIKE…

Earning HS CREDITS

You do school work…
You are paid in 

credits…
The credits are used to 
acquire a HS diploma!

Earning Credits is Like Earning Money
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How a HS Diploma 
and Higher Education 

Pay You Back!

The more education (or 
specialized training) you have, 

the higher your earning 
potential is in the workforce!



TOTAL CREDITS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION: 24

Earning Credits Towards a HS Diploma
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Keeping Track of the Credits You Earned

1 CREDIT 
(1.0) =

½ CREDIT 
(0.5) =

Credits not 
earned must 

be taken 
again!



0 - 5.5 
credits

FRESHMAN 
(9th Grade)

Credits Needed to Move to the Next Grade

6 - 11.5 
credits

SOPHOMORE 
(10th Grade)

12 - 17.5 
credits

JUNIOR 
(11th Grade)

18 or more 
credits

SENIOR 
(12th Grade)



There is no GPA 
requirement to 
graduate, but 

you must earn 24 
credits (in the 
right areas) to 

graduate!

Grade Point 
Average (GPA)

▪ GPA is the average of all the 
grades you earn in your 
classes 

▪ You earn a grade in every 
class, whether you pass it 
or not

▪ Your GPA impacts what 
colleges you get in to, the 
scholarship $ you earn, etc

Credits Earned
▪ Credits are the points you 

earn for passing classes

▪ Each class passed = .5 
credits

▪ Passing grade = 70 or 
above

▪ If you do not pass a class, 
you do not earn any credit

CREDITS VS. GRADES



Calculating Your GPA
Grade Point Average is simply the 
average of all grades earned in HS.

▪ Biology (A) 81
▪ 9th Grade Lit  (A) 91
▪ Am Govt 75
▪ Spanish II (A) 78
▪ A/V Tech (A) 89
▪ Health 69
▪ Alg I (A) 85
▪ Alg I Support (A) 90

658/8
GPA     82.25

Converting Your 
GPA to the 4.0 Scale

For every:   You get:
A = 4 points
B = 3 points
C = 2 points
F = 0 points

Grades above 100 
= 5 points

▪ Biology (A) 81=  3 
▪ 9th Grade Lit  (A) 91 = 4
▪ Am Govt 75 = 2
▪ Spanish II (A) 78 = 2
▪ A/V Tech (A) 89 = 3
▪ Health 69 = 0
▪ Alg I (A) 85 -  3
▪ Alg I Supp (A) 90 = 4

21/8
GPA     2.625

The HOPE Scholarship is available to EVERY HS Graduate in Georgia who 
earns a 3.0 GPA.The Zell Miller Scholarship is available to EVERY HS graduate 

in Georgia who earns a 3.7 GPA and 1200 SAT/26 ACT.



100
100
100
  50
  50
  88
  70
  95 

Grade Average: 82 (B) 

ZEROES: The Wrecking Ball of Grades

11

Example of a student 
with all passing 

grades and 2 zeroes

100
100
100
    0
    0
  88
  70
  95 

Grade Average: 69 (F) 

Example of student 
with same passing 
grades, replacing 

those 2 zeroes with 
50s.

EVERY POINT 
MATTERS!



The HS Transcript
A transcript is a complete summary of a 

student’s academic record that includes:

• Every HS course attempted 
• When and where each course was 

taken
• Final grade for each course
• Credits earned (per class, semester 

and total)
• Overall GPA (average of all final 

semester grades)
• Class rank



Being absent 
and not 

making up 
classwork, 
tests and 
quizzes

Not 
completing 
homework 
dn projects

Not seeking 
additional 

help

_________

Not studying

Poor time 
management
__________

ZEROES!!

Roadblocks That Keep You From 
Earning the Money (Credits)
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COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

REQUIREMENTS

Class of 2027 
= 75 Hours



Choose your 
classes for 

next year during 
your 1:1 meeting.

Counselors ROTATION 
STATIONS

Visit the “Elective 
Station” to review 

options for next 
year

Ambassadors

Find out about the 
resources and 

services offered in 
our College & 

Career Center.

Ms. Jordan
Learn more about 
community service 

opportunities, getting  
involved in 

extracurriculars, and 
staying on track for 

graduation.

Ms. Edmonds Check out the 
elective class 

offerings in 
your Passport!


